
With the deadline of the public 
consultation drawing near we wanted to 
address some of the concerns that fellow 
locals had over the potential community 
stadium hub at Stratfield Brake.
1 Why aren’t the club talking to us as we’re the ones who will be affected?
Quite simply, they can’t. This part of the process is a consultation on the lease of 
land to the club. To release any detailed plans now would preempt the planning and 
prejudice the planning process. The club wants to engage with the local community to 
make sure plans for this community hub match the needs of the village and the county. 
All they are asking for is the chance to show that in planning.

2 It’s Greenbelt. What if we just merge into Oxford?
The club are committed to maintaining and improving not only the woodland areas 
around the site (all of which will remain as they are outside the stadium development 
area) but will also increase the infrastructure and biodiversity of the area by opening 
it up to walkers, runners and cyclists. Pedestrian bridges would be proposed to link 
routes from the village to the Water Eaton train station. It is our firm belief that rather 
than eroding the green belt, it is strengthening it with improved community assets and 
sports facilities and additional green space and access to nature while protecting it 
from housing development.

3 Why don’t they stay where they are?
We don’t own our stadium and our licence agreement runs out in 2026. We have no 
agreement to renew it and after that point we would be without a home.

4 What about house prices?
Having spoken to estate agents in the village and around the county the answer from all 
we have spoken to is that this development would not impact house prices negatively. 
Infrastructure, facilities and added jobs would all be viewed as positive improvements.

5 What about traffic and parking?
These are genuine concerns for people in the village and surrounding areas as well as 
the club. The club have gone to a great deal of effort to put together plans that would 
make the stadium as ‘car free’ as possible. The ease of use of Water Eaton Station 
and excellent bus routes would take the majority of both home and away fans to the 
game. By limiting parking at the stadium and extending park and rides and prioritising 
public transport with offers and inducements the club can make public transport the 
preferred choice. Remember fans are a 6 minute train ride from the city centre and an 
8 minute ride from Bicester. If new pedestrian bridges are approved the journey would 
be 15 minutes from town to ground. They are also looking into linking other park and 
rides with electric buses and spaces at Water Eaton.

Of course there are other issues and these should and will be addressed at 
consultation during planning. Kidlington deserves to hear the facts about the 
community stadium hub and everything it can add to the village and the county we 
all love. All we ask is an open mind and chance to answer your concerns when we are 
allowed to in planning.
Thank you for your time. This information was put together by OxVox, the Oxford 
United supporters trust. We are villagers, local business owners and locals who care 
about our county, our club and the people of Oxfordshire. 
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The survey is now available online, only until 21 February at:
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ and scroll down to the 

Stratfield Brake consultation


